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How Big?

There are two ways to Increase the
size of the tire’s contact patch—make
it longer or wider. Alonger patch would
require the tire's overall diameter to
increase—which makes some sense on
adwd truck. But increase the diameter

Parsing the Sidewall

of the tire on most passenger cars and
you have problems. First, the tire hits
stuff {like the fender). Second, because
the radius of the overall tire is larger,
the effective geanng gets taller, slowing

down the engine at any given speed—
and robbing your car of acceleration.
Third, because of increased angular
momentum—weight concentrated
near the im—the ABS calibration goes

WHAT THOSE NUMBERS ON THE SIDE OF YOUR TIRE MEAN.

1. PREFIX

P = Passenger car
T =Temporary spare
LT = Light truck

ST =Trailer

2. SECTION WIDTH
That's the overall
width of the tire in
millimeters when
mounted on the cor-
rect width rim.

3. ASPECT RATIO
This indicates the
distance from the

wheel-rim mount-
ing surface to the
outside of the

tread. Aspect ratio

is expressed asa
proportion of the
width instead of as
an absolute number,
50 it's easier to
compare the profiles
of different-size
tires. A 50-series tire
is half as tall as wide,
while a 70-series is
70 percent as tall as
its width.

KNOW YOUR STUFF

4. SPEED RATING
Only the highest-
rated tires, the
Z-rated models,

stili [abel the speed
rating inside the
tire-size designation,
On all other tires, it's
found elsewhere on
the sidewall.

5, CONSTRUCTION
R = Radial-ply tire. -
D = Refers to diago-
nal, or old-fashioned
bias-ply tire, now

used only on trucks
and trailers.

6.SIZE

The diameter of the
rim in inches. If it
seems odd to you

to spec tire width in
millimeters and diam-
eter in inches, it does
tome, too. A few
special-purpose tires,
like PAX system
tires, use a metric
designation for rim
diameter.
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